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Foreword 


One of the world’s great pleasures is secret knowledge. It begins in 
childhood: the things you learn that your parents don’t know, or don’t 
imagine you know. It can be the lifetime batting averages of every member 
of the New York Yankees, the evolutionary path of each of 151 Pokemon 
creatures... or the names and homeworlds of the Legion of Super-Heroes. 
Commit these arcane facts to memory, and you can speak a private language 
open only to you and other worthies who have approached this 
with equal dedication. 

For many of us, the lore hidden in comics was our special 
secret knowledge. We mastered it as we grew, and delved 
deeperjajto the intricacies of the past, present, and future of 
DC Comics' heroes, friends, and foes. A generation ago, there 
were no guides to this search, so we had to build our own, 
debating each inconsistency found with passion. 

Now, the task is easier. Those who have gone before you 
offer this encyclopedia, rich with secret knowledge. If all 
you know of DC Comics is that Superman is the alter ego 
of newspaperman Clark Kent of the Daily Planet , what lies 
before you is a complex fantasy world with details, 
apparent contradictions, and convolutions to be 
discovered. If you consider yourself a master of 
this information, there will still be nuggets 
and nuances aplenty for you to evaluate, for 
no one knows all of the DC Universe. 

And the more you know, the more likely it 
is that one day you will contribute your own 
secrets to it. 



Enjoy! 


Paul Levitz 

President and Publisher, 
DC Comics 


Authors’ Introduction 


DC Comics tracks its publishing history back to 
1935; however, the mythology that links literally 
thousands of comics and characters together now 
stretches from the Big Hang to the end of time itself! 

Of course, it was not the original intention for there 
to be a continuity that linked Batman to the Seven 
Soldiers ofVictory or Adam Strange to Angel 8; The 
Ape; this process began gradually. In 1940, during 
comics’ Golden Age (which ran from the 1930s to 
the mid- 1 950s), All American Comics — then a sister 
company of I )C — gathered its greatest heroes together 
to swap stories at the monthly meeting of the Justice 
Society of America. That story, in All St.tr Comics #3. 
was the first time DCs main characters had spoken 
to one another. By the next issue, they had banded 
together; however, each mission required them to work 
on their own in chapters usually drawn by the series 
artist. And since there was little in the way of character 
development or recurring plot lines, the stories were 

Stan Lee changed all that. In 1961, when he started 
writing the adventures of the Fantastic Four, Spider- 
Man, Thor and others at Marvel Comics, he allowed 
his characters to refer to each other. Crossovers 
between characters, all operating out of New York 
City at the same period in time, offered rich story 
possibilities. And so the Marvel Universe was born. 

By the late 1 960s, DC editors began linking events 
from one book to another. This process accelerated 
rapidly as plots became more complex and characters 
more rounded; suddenly it was not unusual to have 
explanatory footnotes, which might refer a reader to 
the previous month, or as far back as 1945! As DC 
acquired properties from other companies (Captain 
Marvel and Blue Beetle among others), their characters 
and backstories were added to the expanding DC 
Universe, providing fresh grist for the mill. 

However, after a while, the interrelatedness of 
stories and characters from one book to another 
threatened to become so complex that readers couldn't 
tell the players and their worlds without a scorecard! 
Occasional "reboots" of characters by new creative 
teams wanting to put their own stamp on their favorite 
heroes only added to the confusion. 

By the mid-1980s. DC felt the situation was getting 
out of hand and a new storyline svas introduced, the 
Crisis on Infinite Earths. to limit characters and action 


to one earth and one timeline. DC also reintroduced 
its top characters to a new generation. Frank Miller 
and David Mazzucchelli's Holman: Ycor One. George 
I’crez A Greg Potters Winder Woman, and John Byrne's 
Superman loudly told readers to forget the past; new 
legends were about to begin. Since then, some of 
those reinvention have been modified again as seen 
in the Superman: Birthright series. And the entire 
Universe received a sprucing up in a 2004 mini-series 
Identity Crisis. 

The DC Comics Encyclopedia spans the timeline of 
the DC Universe.The facts about characters' pasts, 
powers and personalities are current, as of early 2004 
and. since DC continues to publish monthly, some 
facts may change over the next few years. We've 
worked closely with the editors to make sure we're 
reflecting the right information, so if you remember 
an incident differently than as reported here, it 
probably means circumstances were retrofitted to work 
within the current framework of the DC Universe. 

We would have loved to include every DC character 
of any significance, but. sadly, this was impossible. 
However we have selected well over one thousand 
of DC’s finest heroes villains, and team-ups. every 
one illustrated by great DC artists past and present. 

The DC Comics F.ncyclopedia is devised to run 
chronologically from A to Z, with a comprehensive 
index. The most important characters, such as 
Superman, Batman, the JLA, have their own double- 
page features; each major character has an entire 
page, and each supporting character has a panel or 
entry. Each character also has his or her own data box 
detailing key facts and special powers. In addition there 
are several themed double-page features on topics such 
as vehicles, battles, bases, team-ups, and romances. 

So, if you can't find a favorite weird little character 
from way back when, we hope these packed pages 
will oiler you plenty in the way of compensation, 
celebrating, as they do. more than 70 years of fun, 
excitement and comic-book history. 


Scott Beatty 
Robert Greenberger 
Phil Jimenez 
Dan Wallace 
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Alternate Earths 


ere were .111 infinite number of universes - until a being called the Anti-Monitor 
annihilated all except five, and the surviving heroes collapsed those five into one. Yet this single 
merged universe would not hold.The Multiverse burst forth again when Alexander Luthor, 
brilliant scientist from a reality the Anti-Monitor had wiped out, initiated the Infinite Crisis b; 
constructing a tuning fork that replicated the existing universe fifty-one times. At first, these 5 
parallel universes looked identical, until the Venusian worm Mister Mind retroactively altered 
their histories during a rampage through space-time. 

The 52 realities are separated from one another by Source Walls that bound each universe: 
behind the Source Walls lies the Bleed, which allows certain individuals to make passage from 
one universe to the next. Intermingling between realities is discouraged by the Monitors, 
a corps of 52 watchers (one from each plane) who strive to maintain the purity of the 
Multiverse. The anti-matter universe, home to the Sinestro Corps and theWeaponers ofQwa 
exists on a separate plane than any of the 52 positive-matter realities. 

Earth is a focal point of each universe, and “New Earth" - the first world among the 52 - 
the Multiverse's cornerstone. The destruction of New Earth would trigger a chain reaction tl 
would destroy the Multiverse, leaving only the anti-matter universe in its wake. 

The 52 parallel universes are named after, and most easily distinguished by, the charactcrist 
of the planet Earth in each. 
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Without a doubt. Captain Marvel is the world's 
mightiest mortal, with strength and powers on a par 
with Superman. But unknown to many, this stalwart 
and virtuous super hero — by all appearances a middle- 
aged man — is really teenager Billy Batson. With one 
magic word, youthful Billy assumes the appearance an 
abilities of one of Earth's greatest and most respected 
hemes; however, he remains very much an innocent it 
heart and mind. 


Okphanf.d and BETRAYED 
When Billy was just a boy. his pjrrws- 
Marylin Batson — were killed by their 1 


svhite on a dig at the tomb 
of Raineses II at Abu Sinthel, 
Egypt. Billy was separated fro I 
his sister Mary' and left in the 
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Catwoman 



ilcll noil by tragedy. Wh 

was just a girl, her brutalized mother committed suicide and her 
violent lather drank lutnself to death nut long alter. Separated 
from her younger sister Magdalena and remanded to the Sprang 
Hall Juvenile Detention Center — an abusive state home for 
orphaned or delinquent girls — Selina opted instead to take her 
chances on the mean streets of Gotham City. Amid the crime 
and corruption of the poverty-stricken East End district, she survived 
through petty theft. Sharp wits and an amazing natural skill as a 

her becoming the slickest and slipperiest cat burglar 
ity Police Department had ever had to deal with. 


M mso . Selina left Gotham 
i^mnet " -tir'iKd to .he lily's 

f ° r Emfwhere she defended the 

learned Batmans best -kept >«rc‘ 
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They have been called the fastest Men Alive 
three generations of super heroes granted the power 
to tap into the cxir, tilinioniion.il energy field called 
the Speed Force by a scientific experiment gone 
.wvry. Each hero named himself the Flash and 
became the progenitor of an age of champions, 
perpetuating a legacy of courage and valor that 
extends to the 853rd century and beyond. 


Jay Garrick 


rciilrnully inhaling 

rtio.l atoms ot* a radioactive lic|uisl. t .iin. k stained 
dibit' superspeed. Garbed in a red ami blue unifonii, 
arrick became the Flash and helped form die legendary 
Joiner Sqciiiy 01 Ami mica ami die wartime Ai I 
S ran SOi’aumon, Forces! into retirement during die 
, Mi t'arlliv era in the I 'I ‘'IK Garrick ss-as placed in 
! suspended animalism by the villainous Fiddler but 

loan Williams, and briefly retired, but be returnesl to 
live duty with die most recent insarmnun of die JSA, 


Tapping into rhe Fon-c made Wa 
the fastest Flash of them all. able 


town tiNoa i 


powerful 


i of the JLA.We 
K oguev Gallery 


Slowpoke polis-e cheimsr Barry Allen uloli/edjay Garni 
the super hero Rash. During a late, stormy night at the 
polis'c station laboratory, a bolt of lightning slashed 
through die window and shattered the vials of chemical 
surrounding Allen. Suddenly imbued with die power 
to move at near lightspes'd, Barry took on the name of 
Ills Golden Age idol, the Flash, and. along with Guam 


ty flic Flash 
everal filled r 


. West asks 


-mchidiug l.i 


As rli 


Mali Alls 


apparently slain hv the ICrvrwM-l i ami, 

. -a Allen killed his haled foe. 

. . i\' I After a lengthy Inal, the Flash 
^^y retired io the 30th century. 

where he sired the Tornado 
\ twins. Tragically, Allen died 
UBy. vising the I artli from f he 
I nihilism Ami-M.iint.ir 
t 
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the planet. 





it* start. Iris manifested tile power to vibrate her molecules 
lie ten yean oltl .nnlj.il right, both had lived slightly 

barely kept in tlicck by mechanical treatments , 

y deluiilt. the hail become the world’s leading / 

IJai got their first taste of then luuulys heroic / 
atlicr rid Keystone of intelligent starfish / 1 

i young have taker 
; Wally's Jostle 


and Jai, caused heailacbe 
through solid objects, sv 
strength. Though Iris up 

administered by their mot 
expert on vclocibiologv 
lifestyle when they helper 


PJ/DW 


risks has raised • 












From suiitekkanhan caves to An tic strongholds. 

Across tlu* K.irlh and throughout the universe, the 
Justice League or Amekica, the Teen Tuans. and 
<>thci\ maintain headquarters that lets them train together, 
collate information, and strike out at (he forces of evil. 























Dearden 


While on a South Sea cruise, a business partner betraycc 
playboy billionaire Oliver Queen and knocked him overboard 
Washing up on a remote island. Queen fashioned a crude boss 
and arrow to take down a drug-running operation run by the 
villainess China White. He soon returned to the social scene 
in his hoinetosvn. Star City. Donning a Rohm Hsiod costume 
for a party. Queen foiled a robbery during the event, gaining 
the nickname Green Arrow. Resolving to become a crime 
fighter, lie soon experienced firsthand the diseased underbelly 
oi society he hail only previously read about. 


Oliver Qu 
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maliiy. He 

Me global 


. iptirn.il by licit* 
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Once they were a corps 3,600 strong, wearing the most 
powerful weapons ever devised on their fingers. 

The Green Lantern Cores acted as an intergalactic 
police force, doing the bidding of the Guardians of TUB 
Universe. Each Green Lantern possessed a power ring that 
could create hard-light projections by drawing energy from 
the Central Power Battery on the Guardians' homework! 
of Oai however, the rings were ineffective against anything uom • 

yellow. The Green Lantern Corps suffered a fatal blow at the 
hands of Hal Jordan, but Kyle Rayner may be the best hope , 

for restoring this ancient force of justice and older. •* r" 





The Return ui Hal Jordan 
Hal Jordan'* penalise came (o all t 
of Parallax's true nature. Parallax h 


l antern Central Power llaitcty. 
"the yellc 


conrainctl ns poisonous intlnciHC. and hail fill'll die power 
ring* their traditional sseakness agauwt the color yellow. B 

In Jordan'* ease. Parallax lud psychically weakened linn after ■ 
the desmituon of Ctiast ( a tv, causing linn to devastate t )a and 1 
crack the Power Battery. Now fired, Parallax had attached itself 
ts> Jordan's soul, remaining even while Jordan played host to the 
Spectre. 

The ultimate showdown with Parallax united Green lanterns 
John Stewart, Guy Gardner. Kilowog, Kyle Kayncr, and Jnidan hum, 
- newly restored to life m his original hotly. The lanterns locked Pa 
within the Oan power battery, reiiitnidncmg the yellow weakness 
svith Parallax's qualities revealed, the rings' llaw could now he overs t 
by mastering one's fear. \* y If' s 


Gardnir's Mission 


The Sinutro Corcs War 


CHAI.il N t.LS AND CLASHES 
Hal Jordan rejoined Earth's super - 


took up 


nth John Slew.ul. In Ills civilian 






Abm Sur. who gasr Jordan Ins first 
Sapphiie.Jotd.in serves! briefly svith 
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5 Joker is undeniably die matt dangerous and 
irdictnble (be Batman has ever encountered. He 
ally reinvents himself each morning, concocting 
lly new laugh-riots to bedevil the Dark Knight and 
illies. While vilely confined vviihin the impregnable 
\ of Arkhsm Asylum lor the C riminally Insane, the 
T has spun investigating psychiatrists various yarns 
cerning his troubled origins. Most of his talcs can be 
lisscd, but a few tacts remain that give some insight 
how this leering lunaric came into being. 
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The Justice League of America 




GREATEST HEROES 

ire Earth's premier defense team and for the last deca 
:en to it that the basic human rights of liberty and 
remain paramount to all citizens. They are the Justii 
ague of America, comprised of the best of the best. Ever 
Superman ushered in the modern heroic age. Earth 
has needed protection, from megalomaniac supervillains 
lly, from greedy alien tyrants with hitherto 
dreamed-of technologies and nightmarish weapons of 
mass destruction. Even when the team has suffered internal 
strife, they have rallied, recognizing their obligations to all 
of mankind. Their reputation has spread not only beyond this 
solar system but beyond this plan 
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The Justice Society of America 



fmt AmMana Au Sw Cows 13 (Ww». 1940] 





Best of the Best 

They are the worjjj’s first and greatest super-group, formed 
at a time when "meta-humans” were still a new concept anti free 
people everywhere faced the threat of annihilation from Adolf 
Hitler's Third Reich. They have survived throughout the decades, 
waxing and waning in synch with the national character to reflect 
the public's love-hate relationship with its super heroes. Several 
the founding members are active today, even as they enter their 
nineties, thanks to a time-slowing radiation bath received during 
an early case l iving legends, they ate the standarsl-hcarers lor all 
who followed in their footsteps They are the Justice Society of tmtcmHC. 
America, the only hero team that Suphrsian looks up to. ><• a™ 
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New Faces, New Challenges 

Urn helped ease Kara Zor-ETs transition imo 

Clark s extended family ami supporting her 

Superman continued to put her at risk. During 
the "Crisis ot' Conscience," members of the 
Secret Society of Super Viliams - ail of whom 
had once been uumi-wiped to forget the secret 
identmcs of the Justice League - temporarily 
regained their memories and lashed out at the 


GkihjMiiii ion a Year 

W 

who had lost Ins [Kissers. ( dark's trip through 
rile heart ot .1 red sun had stripped him of Ills ^Bc*s 
superhuman abilities, leaving him (‘lark Kent 
full time anil making him a fixture at the I Jaily 
Planet and in their Metropolis apartment. I.ois ^ 
began to enjoy their new, low-key lifestyle and " 

preparer) for the possibility that the change might lie 
permanent. Hut in time Clarks possets came back to 
him. Lois uneipnvocallv supported his return to his role 
as Supernun. explaining that his job svas one of the reaso 
she losed him and that she's behind him all the way. 


the truth of Christopher's parentage hrsame known. 1 lie hue lu.1 Ixx-n horn to Una ails! General /osl. 


RG/DW 






The Legion of Super-Heroes 



Legion of Super-Heroes emerged on .1 31' 

Earth governmental surveillance had become 
of life. With patents keeping obsessive tabs on their 
children, a teenage rebellion sprang up centered on VI J Jtl n , .s^v..;, / b- 

admiration for the coloriiil superheroes a thousand rhr IhtlitJ /Y.virr, 

years prior. The headquarters of the Legion of Super- 
Heroes served as a beacon for thousands of disatfccted 
loom all uulb of lift. teenagers, svho camped outside hoping for a glimpse of their champions. 

Brainiac 5 of Coin proved the mastermind of the team, designing their 
llight rings and keeping tabs on trouble spots across the United Planets, Cosmic Boy. Saturn Girl, and 
Lighming Lad remained the heart of the Legion, with El IMI..N! Lao lending the ability to transmute 
objects. Ultra Bov serving as the teams powerhouse, the shapeshifting Ciiamit ion excelling as a 
spy, and the rookie Invisiiiil Kit* providing a flesh perspective on the Legion's heroics, CmossAi 
Bov, a member of a race of giants from Antarctica, possessed tile ability to shrink to human size, and 
unsuccessfully petitioned for the name Micro-Lad. The United Planets wanted nothing to do svitli the 
team, and hoped to discredit them and their philosophy of 


Teen Defenders of Tomorrow 

Through every crisis to come in the space-time 
continuum, one constant is that a group of young 
heroes ami heroines will unite to defend their 
homcworlds from evil. Whether inspired by the 
boy who would become Superman or any of the 
costumed champions lost to history, the Legion of 
Super-Heroes will be that bright ray of hope in an 
uncertain future. 
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Greatest Enemy 

Lex Luthor may be the most gifted man alive but rather 
than use his supreme intellect and skills for the betterment 
of mankind, the sociopath has continually sought power 
and influence without regard for the pain and suffering he 
causes. The gifts arc also wasted on his single-minded hatred 
of a more pure and noble man, especially given his 
alien origins. 







Villains United 


during the In 


but showed In' 
protectiveness of the 
Luthor bloodline. By 
claiming Conner as 1 
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Man hunters. The 
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The first two people ever rescued by Superman were Lois : 
(sir Lane, Lois) and a lrcsh-f.il cd photographer named Jimmy C 
Superman befriended Jimmy and the teen became one of the N 1 
of Steels most faithful admirers. In return. Superman gave Ji mm 
special watch with a hypersonic signal only Superman could he. 
which the teen used to alert the Man of Steel. Inspired by hit In 
Jimmy has embarked on many adventures, risking life and limb i 
get prirc-winning shots, Who else but Jimmy could have Icarlcv 
photographed the deadly battle between Superman and Dooms! 

I.OOKINO HIM I KIH'Mtl 
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Great Team-ups 


TWO HEADS ARE HI 

lavor with -ill super I 
just don't click, and s 
clouds the issue. Uefe 


ic hale to share, some combinations 

g, all manner of hostility is huhhling 
ace. However, if two heroes are 
patible. a team-up can lead to 
lasting friendship and mutual respect: 


ombi nations. 


ftofuv/ftsr*. 
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ACTION COMICS 151 (Augml 1942) 





















Super heroes are essentially soldiers, ready to go 
into battle at a moment's notice and regularly brushing up 
against death. With this as a backdrop, it's understandable 
that these amazing superbeings form desperate, passionate, 
often short-lived liaisons. Although a lew relationships belie 
that stereotype, having lasted for years, tellingly, few steady 
romances exist where bollt partners arc costumed heroes. 




Svphruoy and Wonder Girl 
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THE YEAR following the Infinite Crisis, the world persevered 
without its greatest heroes: Superman, Batman, and Wonder Woman. 
While the legends avoided the spotlight, lesser figures elaimcd the 
stage and ushered in a new era with the rebirth of the multiversc. 
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Spectre 



The Spirit of Vengeance 



Loosed on Eakth l»y the almighty Presence in 776 lit 
the Spectre is the inysric.il embodiment of Gods wrath. 
When the angel Raphael, who rebelled against Heaven 
with Lucifer, repented his sins, God transformed him into 
an avenger that would inflict His wrath on sinful souls. 
The Spectre destroyed Sodom and Gommorah. spread 
the ten plagues across Egypt,. md brought down the walls 
of Jericho. After the birth of Jesus, whose mission was 
to teach people compassion, the Presence decreed that 
the spirits of vengeance and forgiveness should not exist 
on Earth at the same tune. The Spectre bided in l imbo 
until Christs death. Then, forced to bond with mortal 
souls to manifest his power, the Spectre leaped forth, 
meting out vengeance down 













S T A I. N 







Starman 
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The Crisis on Infinite Earths collapsed an endless number 
of parallel universes into a single, unified reality. But this 
blended existence could not contain its contradictions. With the 
interference of a madman, the multiverse was born again. 
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A clone of Superman created by the Cadmus Project, 
the worlds most advanced genetic research facility. 
Superboy IS a custom-made copy of die Man of 
Steel. In fact, Supcrboy was one ol many such clones 
engineered by Cadmus for the purpose of replacing 
Superman, using I )N A samples taken from the 
Kryptonian champion after his battle with Doomsday. 
Supcrboy, however, ss-as the only done to survive, 







Supergirl 



KARA Zlllt- 


Infuutc Earths. 

the sole survivor of Krypton. That worlds 
Superboy. however, died in the 30th century 

Him ns. Three Kryptnnian criminals managed 
to survive as well, and found their way to 
Earth. No one powerful enough was left to stop them. 
That world's Lex Luthor (sir I innoM, Luc), a noble scientist, 
created a lileform from protomattcr, using genetic 
material supplied by Lana Lang Lam:. Lama), hoping 
it could help defeat the deadly 
The Matrix 

This slupc-changing being was dispatched lo a parallel sstirld. 

could help The Man of Steel answeivd the call 
trills and was forced to kill the three Kryptt 
n , not before the lifefurm. ktlosSTi as Matrix, was reduced to 
mass. Superman bnnight Matrix to Ills world and there 

J superpowers to become Supcrgirl. When Superman 
exiled himself to space to atone for having killed 
lor die first tunc. Supcrgirl took on his peace-keeping 

until she sasv him for the manipulatise slcspol dial he was. She 
llicii vised the life of Limit Danvers in ihe town of Leesburg, 

V.A.. by merging her life essence with Linda* 

being with different abilities, such as mine Imntesl 

endurance. In lime, I uitla/Supergirl/Matrix discovered du- 
ller existence During her encounters with the demon Bit/./. 

adventures. Linda met up with a Supcrgirl from vet anoths-r parallel 
timeline. This Supcrgirl svas Supermans cousin from Krypton, a more 
innocent heroine who neeslesl to die in older lo keep the fabric of 

uni left Leesburg hoping lo lead a "normal" lire. 
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Superman, the Last Son of Krypton, represents 
the very best in humanity. His native world of Krypton, 
a giant planet orbiting a dying red sun. was doomed by 
the radioactive elements at its core and exploded many 
years ago. but not before scientist Jor-EI and his wife 
Lara rocketed their son to safety, hoping against hope 
that his spacecraft would find him a new home in the 
vast reaches of the universe. Their gamble paid off in 
ways that have enormously benefited humanity. 
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abilities began to manifest themselves. , 

Clarks body proved to be a veritable M»l,tr r, .v . 

battery. He absorbed ihc sunk energy, which 
gave him incredible smmgth. invulnenibilily. 

heightened senses, and the ability to fly. Fearing that various governments or 
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III) and Aquala 
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CIA) and Speedy (AUSBNAL) 
and the quintet stopped 


oc. Calling themselves the 
sidekicks fought criminals like 

further their budding careers. 
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Why arc there super heroes? Perhaps the cosmic 
that governs the universe created so many meta- 
in the 20th century in preparation for the creati< 
shaking threats soon to follow. Without theJLA, 
the JSA, and other champions of freedom, the 
Earth and all of reality would long since A 
have ceased to exist! jCA 


Golden Age 1 

















lolling Kay PJ 





















s liiili 



hoi (,OTj 
I THE 

WIIOM-i 

uw.M 









fprr 








ftCVHK-FMSH 



In Ei.sewoiii.i>s, heroes and villains . 
laimh.ir settings and (lirusl into altcrn, 
timelines, or parallel realities. Sonic an 
that have existed or histories that migl 
places that can't, couldn't, or shouhln't ■ 
divergent points and the outcomes sit’ 
dramatically. And in all these itnaginar 
begins with the question, "What if...? 
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